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Did you know that you have core valueghat drive your life? Whether you realize it or not, there
are things that you value dearly that determine the way that you live from day to day. What core
values drive your life? Only you can answer that, but I'll gi ve you an example of my core values.
First, my faith in Christ is a core value. Because | value fath in Christ, | have given my all for Him.
Family is a core value of mine. | love my wife and my unborn so n. | want the best for them, and
| am driven to give of myself completely to them. My callingi s a core value. | value the calling
that God has placed on my life, and | have given my life to preaching and teaching God's Word.
What values drive you and define your life?

Not only do we have core values as individuals, but we also have core values as a church. Each
church is unique, and each church's values are a bit different. Some churches value expository
preaching, some place high value on evangelism, some place gh value on ministering to the needy.
Our Thnve/ Long Range Planning Tedmas been working diligently to discover the core values of our
church. We've been praying and talking about what we think B ig Stevens Creek values most. We
believe that Big Stevens Creek has seven core values: biblt teaching, prayer, fellowship, encour-
agement, family, evangelism, and worship. Over the next few months, I'm going to share with you
about each core value. This month, we'll look at biblical teaching.

Biblical Teaching

We believe that the Bible is God's inspired, inerrant Word, the final authority in all matters of
life. Therefore we value bold, Spirit-anointed biblical teaching and preachingahexalts God
and that challenges us to live transformed lives for the glory of Christ.

What has impressed me in my short time at Big Stevens Creek is bw the majority of our
congregation values biblical teaching. You don't want to k now fluff. You want to get to the meat
of God's Word, and | appreciate that so much as a pastor. | appeciate the attentive looks | see
on your faces during our time of worship on Sunday momings as | explain Bible passages to you.
| appreciate the interaction during our Sunday night sermon s. | look forward to our Wednesday
night Bible studies and the in depth discussions that we have together. | have attended most of our
adult Sunday School classes, and I'm so encouraged by the lesf of teaching in each Sunday School
class. This is a church that values biblical teaching.




It just makes sense that we would value biblical teaching, doesn't it? We should value biblical
teaching, because we believe that there is power in the Word After all, 2 Timothy 3:16 says, "All
Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teachi ng, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work."
We don't value biblical teaching just so we might gain a head knowledge of biblical facts. Rather,
we value biblical teaching because we believe that it is ponerful enough to equip us for the work
that God has called us to as a body of believers.

Do you value God's Word, and do you value it being taught to yo u? If you value biblical
teaching as an individual, it should have a profound impact on howyou listen to a sermon or a
Sunday School lesson. You shouldn't listen passively, but atively. You should engage yourself
in what is being taught. It's a good idea to take notes and jot down how God is speaking to you
during a sermon. It's good to go back later and look over those notes and pray about how you
can apply what you heard to your life. It's a good idea to email me if you have questions about a
sermon or need clarity concerning something that was said. It's a good idea to talk about what
you learned on Sunday morning or Wednesday evening with your  spouse or your children. If you
value biblical teaching, then | challenge you to engage yourself in what is being taught. Don't just
sit back and relax on Sunday momings. Rather, let the teachng of the Word of God equip you for
the work that God has called you to within the local church.

Be in prayer for our ThrivelLong Range Planning Team. Inthe months ahead, youll be learning
more about our core values, our distinct mission at Big Stevens Creek, the vision we feel as if God
is giving our church, and our plan of action for accomplishi ng that vision. It's an exciting time to
be a part of this faith familyl Thanks again to all of those wh o gave of their time and efforts for our
Vacation Bible School this past month. What a great week! It was a joy to see so many children
learning about the God who loves them. It was a joy to see so mary adulits working so hard to
make sure these children know and understand the Gospel. Bg Stevens Creek is full of wonderful
servants of the Lord! You are such a blessing!

To God Be the Glory,
Pastor Tommy
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